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OC Children’s Book Festival

Announces Lineup of Special Guest
Authors

he 21st annual Orange County Children’s Book Festival returns

to Orange Coast College this fall with an exciting lineup of
special guest authors spanning a broad genre of interests. Families
are invited to gather at OCC to celebrate the love of books and the
joy of reading. The free event will be held on Sunday, September
22,from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Main Quad.

The 2024 guest authors include cartoonist and teacher Gene
Luen Yang, #1 New York Times-bestselling author of middle-
grade novels Jasmine Warga, Newbery Medal-winning author
Cynthia Kadohata, and actress and producer Austin Highsmith
Garces.

Best known as the author of the graphic novel “American Born
Chinese,” Yang has a number of other comics, including Dark
Horse Comics’ continuation of the popular Nickelodeon cartoon
“Avatar: The Last Airbender” and DC Comics’ “Superman.” His
graphic novel “American Born Chinese” was ordered by Disney+
to be converted to a television adaptation in 2021. The show
premiered on Disney+ in May 2023 to positive reviews.

July 17,2024

Cynthia Kadohata

Austin Highsmith Garces

Warga is the #1 New York Times-bestselling author of middle-
grade novels “Other Words For Home,” “The Shape of Thunder,
and “A Rover's Story.” She is also the author of the young adult
novel, "My Heart and Other Black Holes,” which has been
translated into over twenty different languages. Her next middle-
grade novel, “A Strange Thing Happened in Cherry Hall,” will be
published on September 10, 2024.

Kadohata is a children’s writer best known for her young adult
novel “Kira Kira,” which won the Newbery Medal in 2005.
Additionally, she is the author of the Pen USA Award-winner
“"Weedflower"” and the National Book Award-winner “The Thing
About Luck,” among other prize-winning works for children.

Best known for playing Phoebe in “Dolphin Tale 1 & 2,"” Garces
is a multihyphenate artist who published her children’s picture
book, "The Miracle Tree,” which she authored, illustrated, and
released in April 2019. She is adapting “The Miracle Tree” into a
screenplay alongside Emmy winner Noam Dromi.

This year's OC Children’s Book Festival will feature numerous
activities such as storytelling, conversations with authors, book
signings, face painting, train rides, a bounce house, and a
surprise appearance of special guests from a faraway galaxy.

Admission and parking is free. All ages are welcome.
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Student-Built, Sustainable Home
Moves to Permanent Location

he student-built home for the 2023 Orange County Sustainability

Decathlon competition moved to its permanent location at
Homeless Intervention Services of Orange County (HIS-OC) in
Placentia on July 10.

The two-bedroom, two-bath accessory dwelling unit, named
LuminOCity, was craned into place in HIS-OC's backyard to
increase bed capacity for their transitional housing initiative,
which supports youth overcoming trauma and homelessness
while receiving job training and education.

The LuminOCity home was a collaboration between OCC and UC
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Irvine. UCI's engineering department sought a partner in OCC
with the capability to design, fabricate, and build a small house all
in one place. OCC utilized its FrameCAD Machine, a roll-former
for light-gauge steel, to prototype and site-manufacture every
stud and track in the steel-framed home they would design.

Over 100 student volunteers aided in the construction of the steel
framing, MEP installation, building envelope, and site work. Using
prefabricated Light Gauge Steel allowed for higher construction
tolerances with simplified assembly diagrams that student
volunteers could follow.

The sustainable home was completely net-zero, placing
second overall in the competition and first in Engineering and
Construction, Market Potential, and Energy Efficiency.
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